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June and July 2018
Details for the services for July 8—September 2 will be available soon.
Services begin at 10:00 am at the Fellowship Hall unless noted otherwise.
Sunday, June 3 • 10:00 a.m. Summer Services Start • “Blessing of the
Animals” • Janet Scannel with Alison Goodell and Brian Goodell
We’ll celebrate the animals in our lives.
Sunday, June 10 • 10:00 a.m. • "Paul and Sheila Wellstone: A Musical
Essay" • Larry McDonough
Twin Cities jazz musician Larry McDonough was a good friend of Paul and
Sheila Wellstone. Larry will share the music he played at Paul's events, recorded on his CD Tuscarora: Short Stories for Jazz Piano, dedicated to Paul,
Sheila, and Wellstone Action.
Sunday, June 17 • 10:00 a.m. • “Knowing and Naming the Holy” •
Rev. Kristin Maier
What experiences bring us in touch with what we understand as sacred and
holy? Once experienced, how do we name that holiness—God, Love, Being,
Mother, Father, Life? What does it mean if you and I name it differently?
Sunday, June 24 • 10:00 a.m. • “Shaped by Light” • Barbara Krause
We’ll Meet at Oddfellows Park, 1011 Forest Avenue, Northfield
Over eons of time, light has mystified and delighted us. In honor of the
summer solstice, we will explore how this universal constant defines,
influences and guides us. With music by Paul Krause.
Sunday, July 1 • 11:00 a.m. • Pot luck picnic at Mairi Doerr’s home
Pot luck picnic by the lake at the home of Mairi Doerr, 29555 23rd Avenue
Way, Cannon Falls. Starting at 11:00 a.m. Bring food to share.
Sunday, July 8th • 10:00 a.m. • "Bloom Where You Are Planted" •
Nita Wolf
What seeds have you planted lately in life that you would like to grow?" Nita
Wolf has been planting seeds, literally and metaphorically, through many
seasons to move from being a "survivor" to a "thriver." She will share
insights from a journey towards living life with more depth and breadth.

MINISTER’S COLUMN

Raising a TORCH of Hope Together
by Rev. Kristin Maier
What difference can a care package make? If you
are a first-generation college student, perhaps a
student of color, maybe a newish English speaker, a
care package can make a big difference. That’s
what a student at Riverland Community College in
Austin, Minnesota found.
Even though the second-year college student has
consistently made the Dean’s List, she said, “Lately,
I’ve hit my lowest low in a while and it’s hard to be
myself.” Then, she got to her apartment and found an
unexpected package on her doorstep. She said, “[I]
opened it and started crying like a baby. I needed this
so much.”
The package was one of 98 sent out to college
students who have come up through Northfield’s
TORCH program (Tackling Obstacles and Raising
College Hopes). Volunteers mail quarterly care
packages with cookies, a $20 bill or gift card, and
most importantly, a note of encouragement. For a
struggling college student – likely low on funds,
whose family is already stretched, who may feel
isolated and wondering if they belong – such support
can be priceless.

Recently the program expanded to reach out more
broadly to low-income students, students of color and
first-generation college students, and now serves
hundreds in middle school, high school and alums at
college. When the program started in 2005, the graduation rate of Latino students was 27% and 38% for
low-income students who hadn’t already dropped out
by their senior year. Last June, 97% of TORCH
program participants graduated on time. 100% who
applied for college were accepted.
Perhaps most importantly, young people like the
TORCH alum at Riverland Community College
know they are not alone. They have people who
believe in them and care. We need only think of the
recent incident of Native American students being
pulled out of college tours by police at the request of
nervous parents or a Black Yale student questioned
about her right to be in her own dorm to appreciate
that the value of the support that TORCH offers.
And now UUFN has an opportunity to make a
difference too. As graduation parties take place this
June, UUFN will be giving half of our collection
plate each week to TORCH. The program is funded
solely by grants and donations. Our contributions
will help young people get the support they might
not otherwise get so they can thrive in High School
and beyond. That raises hope for our entire
community!

TORCH began in 2005 when a couple of very
dedicated educators attempted to do something about
the daunting achievement gap between Latino and
non-Hispanic students. Many Latino students were
dropping out and very few were going on to postsecondary education or training.
Beginning with just 17 Latino students, the TORCH
program provided a supportive study hall, tutoring,
and guidance toward graduation. They also helped
students prepare for the ACT, navigate visiting campuses, applying for colleges, and finding scholarships.
They even stayed connected to TORCH alums as they
embarked on the sometimes intimidating and lonely
experience of college.

Jeanne Agee is about to have her 90th
birthday. Please join us after the service
on Sunday, June 17, during the coffee
hour for a celebration. Jeanne and her
family will be downstairs greeting friends
from the church and the community from
11:00 am to 1:30 pm.

Board Bits
This column is an ongoing feature regarding
general business and actions taken by the
UUFN Policy Board. Official minutes are filed
by the secretary and are available upon inquiry.

Stewardship Luncheon
April 15, 2018
Folks signing up to be stewards of
our UU community.

A New Home team has been formed: Mairi Doerr,
Reid Hendershot, Al Rekward, Janet Scannell and
Lee and Bev Topp. They will look into options for
space that meets our needs including ways to seat
more people in our current home as well as looking into other properties.
We intend to change bylaws to open up to 9 spots
on our board, and those who want to participate in
the leadership and governance of UUFN have a
great opportunity to fill this need in our community.
Social Justice will be planning the recipients of our
Share-the-Plate donations for July and beyond.
Suggestions for future recipients may be made to
that committee.
As the end of this fiscal year approaches, the
Board would like to express its gratitude to everyone for their contributions, small and large, to this
fellowship. Put together these made for a successful and bountiful year in the life of our community.
Karen Ratzlaff, Secretary

From the Treasurer
Dear Congregants,
As your treasurer, I’d like to start providing to
you a visual of the amount of money coming in
and the amount of money going out each month.
Here is a chart of our income and expenses for
the first 10 months of our fiscal year. If you have
any questions, let me know.
Tory

Receipts
Expenditures Income (Incoming) (Outgoing)
Expenses
April, 2018
$6,297.25
$6,965.24 -$667.99
March, 2018
$4,717.30
$5,969.69 -$1,252.39
February, 2018
$5,524.75
$5,917.66 -$392.91
January, 2018
$5,967.94
$6,360.39 -$392.45
December, 2017
$13,590.10
$6,253.10 $7,337.00
November, 2017
$5,019.75
$7,435.26 -$2,415.51
October, 2017
$9,959.75
$6,022.66 $3,937.09
September, 2017
$5,081.00
$5,386.23 -$305.23
August, 2017
$3,098.00
$4,880.48 -$1,782.48
July, 2017
$3,642.00
$6,924.90 -$3,282.90
$782.23

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

UUFN Social Group
Our Dining Out group usually meets for breakfast
on the second Saturday of the month and for
lunch or dinner on the third Tuesday. Breakfasts
are from 8:00—9:30 or so and dinners are usually
at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 9th: Breakfast at Just Food Co-op.
This is something new for them and us. Limited
seating, but there is an outdoor picnic table.

Coffee Hour
Thank you to everyone who served as coffee hosts
this past church year. It is such a good time to meet
over a cup of coffee after church and get to know
each other and greet new people. It is a great
opportunity for us to get together each week.
Jeanne Agee"

Thursday, June 21st: Dinner at Imminent
Brewing. We are exploring another new venue.
(Please note the change in date.)
Saturday, July 14th: Breakfast at the James Gang
Coffee House.
Wednesday, July 25th: Dinner at the Red Barn
Pizza Farm. (Please note change of day.) We will
need to bring our own table settings, side dishes
and drinks. There should be tables available and
there is a place to drive up for people who can’t
walk down the hill.

Help UUFN Grow by
Welcoming Newcomers
UUFN is growing!! Greeters are a critical part of
that growth We’re grateful to those who greet every
Sunday. Ideally, two people greet each Sunday so

We could use suggestions for places to visit. Does
anyone have ideas for out of town in August?
Any and all are welcome to join the “regulars”.
You can let Marcia (mjacobs1939@gmail.com) or
Brynda (mccoybrynda@gmail.com) know if you
plan to come, or you can just stop in! For some
places it is good to know how many to plan for to
make sure we have enough seating. You can
contact Marcia or Brynda if you have any
questions.
See you for good food and conversation!

one can take visitors with children to the nursery or
RE. To help visitors feel more welcome, be sure
they get an adhesive name tag and complete a
visitor card. If you’re not sure if someone’s new or
hasn’t attended lately, just say, "I don't think I know
you. Are you new?" If they say, "I'm a member",
just say you are glad to meet them, direct them to
the name tag board or offer an adhesive name tag. If
you want to serve this critical function, please
contact Brynda at: bryndamccoy@yahoo.com or
507-301-3021 or look for the sign-up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall.
GREETERS FOR JUNE:
June 3: Carol & Bob Spear
June 10: Ann Hamilton & Karen Ratzlaff
June 17: Margie Grand & Katrina DeYoung-Harper
June 24: Bev & Lee Topp

Share the Plate
This month, our Share the Plate recipient will be the TORCH program of Northfield. The mission of
TORCH is to improve the graduation and post-secondary participation rates of Northfield’s minority students, low-income students, and youth who would be first-generation college attendees. Half of all funds put
in the collection baskets in the month of June (unless marked UUFN Pledge) will be donated to TORCH. If
you prefer to donate directly, you may do so here: https://northfieldhci.org/donate/, at website of TORCH’s
fiscal sponsor, the Northfield Healthy Community Initiative. Thank you for giving as you are able!

Social Justice Planning Sunday June 10th!
After coffee hour on Sunday June 10th, all are invited to gather for a Social Justice Planning meeting. At
about 11:30am, we will reconvene upstairs to choose our Share the Plate recipients and identify social justice
efforts for the coming year. Any 501(c)3 organization doing the work of our principles can be nominated and
the group as a whole will discuss and decide on the designees. As always, if it turns out you are unable to
attend the planning meeting you can send your nominations for Share the Plate recipients ahead of time to
minister@uunorthfield.org. Everyone welcome!

Curbside Composting Information
A couple of weeks ago we started composting at the UUFN. For those members that were not around when we
initiated this program, I thought it would be a good opportunity to review what this program is about and what
is compostable and what is not.
We are contracted with Northfield Curbside Composting for a modest fee. This local company was started by
former college students who were concerned about the amount of compostable products that are put in plastic
bags and sent to the landfill. We use 3 five gallon buckets lined with green colored compostable plastic bags
(that they supply). These bags are picked up every week and taken to a compostable site in Shakopee. Their
dream is to have enough participation in Northfield so they can compost here for use at local farms. Presently,
I am transporting the buckets weekly to my home for pick-up in order to reduce costs.
Did you know the all coffee grounds and filters and teabags are compostable?
We can also compost all food scraps: all fruits, vegetable, meat, poultry, seafood scrap ( including bones),
dairy and Cheese products, spoiled food and grains. A good rule of thumb is if it grows then it goes. Also accepted are eggshells, egg cartons (not Styrofoam), used pizza boxes, and a variety of paper products including
paper napkins, paper towels, tissues, paper bags, milk cartons (not plastic), paper plates, paper food containers
and paper cups.
There are signs with the guidelines posted in the kitchen above the buckets.
What we cannot compost: No plastics of any kind, Styrofoam, items with glossy paper, chip bags ,candy wrappers, metal, aluminum foil, cigarette butts or rocks.
There is a learning curve involved in this process, but if we continue to practice composting it will become
second nature to us.
Last, if in doubt, err on the side of caution and throw it in the garbage. Any questions? ask me or others who
are aware of this program.
Bob Spear

Youth Singing with the UUFN Choir
Sunday, May 20, 2018

New Member Sunday
Sunday, May 20, 2018
Welcome new members to UUFN. Welcomed were Paul Krause, Barbara Krause,
Deb Anderson and Alan Anderson

