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December 2016
Theme: Simplicity
Sunday, December 4th • 10:00 am • ”It’s the Simple Things” • Rev.
Kristin Maier
What can help sustain us through this mishmash of joy, stress, anxiety, and love
that surrounds us this December? Might it be, at least in part, what we’ve always
known to do – the simple things?

Sunday, December 11th • 10:00 am • “At the Heart of it All” •
Kristin Maier
What drives us to push through the good and the bad, to put one foot in front of
the other and help those alongside us to do the same? When we search for the
core of meaning, what do we find at the heart of it all? We will also welcome
several new UUFN members!

Sunday, December 18th • 10:00 am • A Winter Solstice Celebration
The Winter Solstice marks the shortest day & longest night of our year. Join us for
a multigenerational service to celebrate this transitional point when we begin to
emerge from darkness to celebrate the return of light. We will enjoy a spiral dance
by our children, a children's story under a canopy of lights, and the sharing of
stories of remembrance and hope.

Saturday, December 24th • 4:00 pm • “A Night of Hope: A Unitarian
Universalist Celebration of Hanukkah and Christmas”
As darkness falls, we will gather for stories, songs, carols, lighting the menorah,
and a candlelit “Silent Night.” Join us as we enter anew the ancient stories of a
miracle birth and a flame of hope that kept burning against all odds. Please bring a
plate of cookies or snacks to share after the service. (Please note: No service
Christmas Day. Have a Merry Christmas!)

Sunday, January 1st • 10:00 am • A New Year’s Day Service and
Ceremony • Nita Wolf
Usher in new beginnings and release past year residue with Nita Wolf, assisted by
Janet and Bill McGrath. Join us for seasonal readings, drumming (bring your own
drums and rattles), as well as "Four Directions" and "Burning Bowl" ceremonies.
You are invited to bring a snack to share if you have some yummy leftovers from
the holidays.
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MINISTER’S COLUMN

Growing Together
by Rev. Kristin Maier
On December 11th, we will
have the distinct pleasure of
welcoming several new
people who have “signed
the book” and joined or
renewed their membership.
The heartiness with which new members are welcomed is
part of what I appreciate so much about this congregation.
When you belt out “Consider yourself at home,” you really
mean it.
The growth of this beloved community is indeed a cause
for celebration, but we aren’t celebrating because we are
larger. A somewhat bigger congregation is just differently
wonderful than a somewhat smaller congregation.
We celebrate because those who have yearned for this
congregation have found it, like we all did at one point. We
will celebrate that this congregation is here for people who
need to be connected to a loving and supportive
community. That this community will allow people to
explore and deepen their sense of the holy as they support
others in their own journeys. We celebrate that we are
here for each other and together can make a positive
difference in the world.
Growth brings many positive things and also challenges. A
bump in membership is an opportunity for us to walk our
talk of extending radical hospitality to everyone. It is a
chance to live our hymn “Come, Come, Whoever You Are.”
Making sure that the congregation is truly welcoming to
everyone is important, in part, because we know it can be
uncomfortable to make one’s way into a new religious
community. Developing connections requires a little effort
and pushing through an awkward moment here and there
on the way to truly being known and knowing others.
For longtime members, seeing a familiar and beloved
congregation change as it grows can also bring feelings of
disorientation. To make sure our community continues to
be a loving one, we all have to extend ourselves, no matter
how long we have been here. We have to be willing to
reach out with a friendly word to get to know others and
allow others to get to know us. When we all take those small

risks, when we make ourselves open to developing new
relationships even as we continue to strengthen longtime ones,
we build a stronger and more deeply rooted community. We
create a spiritual community where we can all consider
ourselves at home.

Invitation to Join UUFN!
As part of the December 11th Sunday
Service, we will be welcoming several
individuals and families who have joined
UUFN recently. You could be one of those,
too!
The official requirements for joining are
simple: signing the membership book and
making a “contribution of record” of any
amount. The implications and rewards of
becoming a member are much greater.
If you are interested in joining, contact our
minister, Kristin Maier, 651-285-0807
minister@uunorthfield.org.
Everyone welcome!

UUFN Social Justice
Rapid Response Huddle
Mon. Dec 5th 6:30 pm
Northfield Library Bunday Rm
How can UUFN respond to the rapidly
developing social justice situation? All are
invited to help identify concrete ways we
can act now and prepare for an uncertain
future.
Can’t make it Monday? Email Kristin with
your thoughts about UUFN’s priorities and
possible actions in the coming few months.
Everyone welcome!
Everyone welcome, including friends, new folks,
etc.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Children and Youth Programming
by James Coulter
Sunday, December 4th **
K-4/5: Stardust Curriculum-Big Blues Made
Everything Else
Youth Group: Heeding the Call-The Call for Courage
Sunday, December 11th
Combined Group Winter Solstice Craft Day
Sunday, December 18th
Multi-generational Winter Solstice Service
Saturday, December 24th
Multi-generational Christmas & Hanukkah Service
th

th

** The programming for December 4 and December 11 may
be reversed, depending upon scheduling.

Sunday Adult Services
A Look Ahead
SUNDAY SERVICES/ACTIVITIES IN
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2017
(Watch for updates - topics/speakers change)

From the Children & Youth
Programming Director
Greetings! Who can believe that December is already
here?! But a bright December it is, indeed, despite the
darkness! We’re very happy to have some new friends
joining us in the nursery, K4/5 and Youth groups. Each
of them adds so much
richness to our fellowship.
And welcome back, Burt
Fleming! We’ve missed you!
Thanks to Mija for her
continued energy,
leadership and creativity in providing Youth Group
programming for our kids.
James Coulter, Director – CY Programs







Sunday, January 1st – Nita Wolf
Sunday, January 8th – Rev. Kristin Maier
Sunday, January 15th – MLK Service
Sunday, January 22nd – Rev. Kristin Maier
Sunday, January 29th – Rev. Kristin Maier





Sunday, February 5th – Rev. Kristin Maier
Sunday, February 12th – Lay Lead
Sunday, February 19th – Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, February 26th – Guest Speaker



LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

UUFN Coffee Group

Coffee Hour

Tuesday, December 13, 2016, Noon
St. Olaf King’s Room at Buntrock Commons

Thanks to our new coffee hour angel, Jeanne Agee,
we will continue to have java and home-made treats
to enjoy while we socialize and share after services.
If you can “host” coffee hour for a grateful
congregation on a Sunday, please contact Jeanne –
two person teams work well!

Anyone is welcome to join us for this delightful
selection of food, with an emphasis on the
Scandinavian, especially the desserts Parking is
limited so carpooling is recommended.
Please let Marcia know if you plan to go as
reservations are required.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR DECEMBER:
12/4 Mija Van der Wege & Kevin Chapman
12/11 Matt Thieding & Sharon Snyder
12/18 Marcia Jacobs
12/24 Please bring Christmas cookies other snacks
to share

We will meet once in December for the holiday
buffet at St Olaf:

Marcia 507-301-3160

Be a Light for UUFN!
Help give our Fellowship that nice glow by
lighting the chalice one Sunday morning. It lets
newcomers know that this is a place where
everyone’s voices and leadership are welcome.

Help UUFN Grow by
Welcoming Newcomers
UUFN is growing!! Greeters are a critical part of that
growth and to keep the "fire of commitment" going.
We are all grateful to those who greet every Sunday.
There is no such thing as "too many" greeters.

The only requirements are
being able to strike a match and read a
script. (Expressing a little genuine warmth will
earn bonus points!)
WE HAVE SEVERAL OPEN SLOTS THROUGH
JANUARY. Please consider filling one or
two. All you need to do is sign up on this link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QH9
6xtF2iQsG9EHmF28WxdlHJmLS5UNfZdv2RD_Wtg/edit?usp=sharing. Or, email me a few
dates that will work.
Thanks!
Rev. Kristin Maier, UUFN Minister
CHALICE LIGHTERS FOR DECEMBER:
12/4
Marcia Jacobs
12/11 Eloise (Sam) Haymen
12/18 Matt Thieding & Sharon Snyder
12/24 VOLUNTEER NEEDED!!

Ideally, there are two people each Sunday so one can
take visitors with children to the nursery or RE. If you
want to serve this critical function and need a partner,
find a friend to help or let me do help. To choose the
best Sunday for you, please contact me ASAP or look
for the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Please let
me know if you would like to join the team at:
bryndamccoy@yahoo.com or 507-301-3029 and let
me know. GREETERS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY
2017!
GREETERS FOR DECEMBER:
12/4 Ben & Heather Ratzlaff
12/11 Pat & Mae Clayton Brown
12/18 Mairi Doerr & Sue Nielsen
12/24 Bob & Suzannah Ciernia

Thursday’s Table
Community Service Project
Since 2008, The Northfield Community Center’s
Thursday’s Table has given everyone — but
especially the hungry and those in transition — a
hot, healthy meal every Thursday. Since its
beginning, Thursday’s Table has been dishing up a
nutritious meal to approximately 200 people each
week. Meals are served from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the
Northfield Community Resource Center’s dining
room at 1651 Jefferson Parkway in Northfield.
Nita Wolf is looking for 15-18 people who might
be able to work a shift to help set up, serve, or
clean up on Thursday, December 29th.
It’s an opportunity for UUFN to serve and nurture
others in our community. Please contact Nita:
507-663-6109; nitawolf1@gmail.com, by
December 22nd.

WISDOM FROM UUFN YOUTH & ADULTS
(SEE MORE NEXT PAGE)

May the love of
family and friends,
the comforts of home,
the blessings of peace,
joy in the moment,
abundant health,
simple pleasures,
and a nation united,
joining as one
to stand up for
justice, compassion,
and with others
who are vulnerable,
be the true gifts of this
holiday season
and
in the new year.
Author Unknown

