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May 2016
Sunday May 1st • Service for the Regional Assembly of our
Mid- America Region of the UUA
Join us to attend a Sunday Service in St. Paul at the Regional Assembly of our Mid
America Region of the UUA. This is an exciting opportunity to attend a UU service
with several hundred people! It is open to the public and free of charge. We'll be
carpooling from UUFN and will meet at the fellowship building at 8:00 am. Please
be prompt!

Sunday May 8th • 10:00 am • Honoring Our Mothers
Join us for a service featuring our children and youth to honor Mother's Day.

Sunday May 15th • 10:00 am • Celebrating 50 Years of Love
and Light • Rev. Kristin Maier
Join us for special of celebration of UUFN’s 50th anniversary. We will honor
UUFN’s past, celebrate the present, and look to the future. We will enjoy voices
from the past, preaching from Rev. Kristin Maier, and music from our choir.
Everyone welcome!

Sunday May 22nd • 10:00 am • “Sincerity in a Time of Cynicism” •
Rev. Kristin Maier
How can we find and live the sincerity we crave in a time of seemingly widespread
cynicism? Please plan to stay for the UUFN annual meeting immediately following
the service

Sunday May 22nd • 11:00 am (or so) • UUFN Annual Meeting
All members of UUFN are encouraged to stay after the service for our annual
meeting. Help us reach our quorum so we can take care of business and keep
UUFN thriving!

Sunday May 29th • 10:00 am • Flower Communion
Join us for an multigenerational service of stories, songs and a celebration of
everything blooming. Bring a flower from your garden, the market or the roadside
for our annual Flower Communion. Also, please bring a dish to pass for the potluck
immediately following the service.
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Shouting from the Rooftops!

With Gratitude

by Rev. Kristin Maier

by Ben Ratzlaff
Growing up in Minnesota, I became aware somewhere
through elementary school that the rhymes we learned
about this time of year didn't quite
match what I saw and felt outside.

“Summer services are coming! Summer services are
coming!” I am so excited, I feel like
shouting it from the rooftops.
At long last, we will be holding a
sacred space for community all
year long. Members, friends and
newcomers who are hungry for
community (even a summer-sized,
intimate community) will find open
doors and open hearts every
Sunday.

March comes in like a lion and out
like a lamb? I don't remember
many years when late March felt
very lambish. April showers
bring May flowers? Usually
around here the May showers seemed to
bring June flowers.

Now, those of you feeling a little tuckered out by all you do
during the regular church year might find that declaration
But this year, that one at least is looking pretty accurate.
a little daunting. Never fear! The team creating summer
services has intentionally planned with you in mind. This is Basswoods and Maples bloomed over the last couple
a chance to come and just relax into the service.
weeks, and now the Apples, Cherries, and Plums are
showing their colors. Every day when I'm out walking the
The set-up? A simple circle of chairs upstairs, with our
dogs there are new scents wafting over the air, and new
chalice and candles in the center. We will have far less
take-down and set-up and far more time and energy to just bird songs doing the same.
lean into that whole Sabbath idea (you know, that
reflective day of rest!).
Coffee and treats? We’re going to stock-up on Costco
goodies so our focus can be on relaxed conversation after
the service.
Our children and youth? We’ll have staffed nursery care
and “Movies with Meaning.” Our children and youth will
be able to spend relaxed time together with their friends
and an adult volunteer who won’t have to “teach.”

Nature is starting a new chapter, and with our year of
regular services winding down, UUFN is preparing for the
new (fiscal) year to come. We're gathering pledges,
putting together our draft budget for the next year,
recruiting new board members to replace those who are
moving on, and getting ready for our 50th anniversary
celebrating and our annual meeting.
There's a lot going on behind the scenes!

All this means that my term as President is soon coming to
And, the best part is that for each Sunday we have
an end. I feel very grateful to have been able to serve our
something meaningful and valuable planned. There will be
congregation. I'm so thankful for the hard work of
sermon reprises (from me), engaging speakers (guests and
everyone on the Policy Board and everyone who is working
members), and enjoyable outdoor events.
so hard on all our committees to make this whole show
So come. Not every week (unless you want to!). We know
keep on going. I never would have guessed how much
there will be Sundays you will be out of town. We know
work and thought and love and creativity are needed to
there may be a Sunday here or there when you just need
keep even a small community like ours dynamic and
to stay in bed and sleep (probably good for everybody’s
healthy. Of course I'm also grateful for those who simply
soul once in a while). We are embracing the small circle of
the summer Sunday. It won’t be “less” – it will just be a bit show up on Sundays and give all that work a purpose.
more intimate. The most important thing is that we will be Thank you.
here for one another.
“Summer services are coming! Summer services are
coming!” There I go, shouting it from the rooftops again.

Board Bits
This column is an ongoing feature regarding general
business and actions taken by the UUFN Policy
Board. Official minutes are filed by the secretary and are
available upon inquiry. The UUFN Policy Board met on
April 24, 2016.
*The membership committee is preparing a brochure to
be given to prospective members.
*The stewardship campaign was quite successful with just
a few pledges remaining to be received.
*The nominating committee has been at work developing
a slate of Policy Board nominees to be voted on at the
May 22 annual meeting. The 2016-17 budget also will be
presented at that time.
*A request from the 50th anniversary committee was
approved; $225 will be used for expenses for the
celebration lunch.
*Sunday services will be held all summer with the
exception of July 3 and September 4.The Share the Plate
recipient for the summer will be the Northfield
Community Action Council.
Lois Burnes, UUFN Secretary

50 Years of Love & Light
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Northfield turns 50 years old this year!
Please help us celebrate!
Sunday,May 15
10:00 am Celebration Service
11:30 am Birthday Party Luncheon with
music,entertainment, memorabilia,& cake
W. 2nd & Linden (Masonic Center)
If you can’t come, please consider
sending a note with your greetings
and/or a memory of what made UUFN
special for you. It’ll be appreciated by
members and others and included in our
archives; photos from your family also
are welcome and appreciated. We look
forward to hearing from you
or better yet, seeing you!

Please RSVP by May 7 with number
of people attending to Janet
McGrath 507-645-7660 or
janetcmcgrath@gmail.com

UUFNers Sho’ Know Howda Paaty!
On March 19th, members and friends walked into a
playful fellowship hall scene, designed to help folks feel
they were in a coffee shop. Small tables with tablecloths
and centerpieces, highlighted by special lamps around the
room and walls with rope lighting were enhanced by the
corner microphones, speakers, instruments, a picture and
"front piece" to create a stage. From that stage, numerous
cabaret songs and readings entertained about 40 guests.
Hortense MacLeod charmingly lead by the "cabaret host
of Northfield fame”, armed with not only the picture and
"front piece" to set the mood, but also many intriguing
books on religion and spirituality, dispersed among nonperforming guests, who selected short readings and
"called" them to share with the crowd. Needless to say,
much laughter and many sighs and exclamations kept the
room energized between the songs that filled the air that
evening. And such talent this small fellowship displayed!
(Continued → →)

(Continued from left column)

From David Miller's dancing fingers on the keyboard (Think
"Blue Moon" in a fabulous rendition) to many
vocals with guitar and drum accompaniment, cheers and
applause erupted from an entertained audience.
Songs from most every decade since the 60's were
performed, including a rap version of "Glory" from the
bridge scene in "Selma". And food and beverages only
added to the festive atmosphere.
Many thanks are extended to all who contributed to a
memorable UUFN 50th Anniversary Cabaret
celebration. Gail Hendershot and Janet McGrath tended
the kitchen, ensuring food and beverages were available all
evening. Hortense's extensive cabaret hosting experience
embellished a great line-up of entertainers. And a special
thanks to David Miller and Bill McGrath, whose musical
equipment and ability to accompany a great variety of
songs, made the night possible. Happy 50th Anniversary
UUFN! (see photos on page 6)
Bev Topp, UUFN Member

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Children and Youth Programming
by James Coulter

Sunday May 1ST
Welcome
Wow!
Where did the summer go?
No UUFNback!
or CYP
service
February
arrived
I’m very excited
about the
Carpool has
to St.
Paul and
for Regional
Assembly
coming year – with lots of fun things in the works. There
was
a niceMay
response
Sunday
8th to last spring’s survey of our Religious
Education
program. It Mother’s
was both aDay
validation
Multi-generational
Serviceof the hard
work, planning and programming that has been done in

Sunday May 15th
50th Anniversary Multigenerational Service
Sunday May 22nd
UUFN Plant Sale
Sunday May 29th
Year-end Multi-generational Service

Sunday Adult Services
A Look Ahead
SUNDAY SERVICES/ACTIVITIES
SUMMER 2016
(Watch for updates - topics/speakers change)

June 5th – Summer Services Begin!
Full Summer Line-up Coming in the
June Reach. Stay tuned!

From the Children & Youth
Programming Director
May Haiku
How much can I fit
Into a haiku format
Oh, no. I’m out of
- starwarsanon’s wordpress blog

If I could break the rules and complete that poem, I
would write, “oh, no. I’m out of… time to do all the
cool ideas the CYP team members have. It’s been
another great year and I thank all of those who make
this program possible! Have a safe summer and we
look forward to seeing you next September!
James Coulter, Director – CYP Programs

Calling All UUFN Book Lovers
If you have interest in reading books and would
like to participate in a UUFN book club please
contact Regina Harris. The idea would be to
meet once a quarter to discuss books relevant
to the UUFN mission. A date and time to
organize and select books would be
established if there is sufficient interest.
Please contact Regina at
rharrismn@gmail.com.

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

UUFN Coffee Group
The UUFN coffee group meets twice a month, once for
breakfast and once for month. This month’s dates are:
Saturday, May 14, 2016, 9 am
Caribou Coffee (four new sandwich choices)
Tuesday, May 24, 2016, 5 pm
Culver’s (wonderful burgers and custard)
This group is open to anyone who would enjoy UUFN
CHATTING and friendship – let’s talk about where we want
to go this summer – see you then!

Coffee Hour
Thank you to all who have signed up to make
coffee and bring refreshments after our Sunday
service. Your hospitality creates a warm and
welcoming space for our members, friends, and
newcomers.
5/1
5/8
5/15
5/22
5/29

Car pool to St. Paul
Brynda & Willis McCoy
UUFN 50th Anniversary Celebration
Host Needed!
UUFN Year End Celebration Pot Luck

Questions? Call Beth 651-734-5394

Invitation to Light the Chalice
Would you like to light the chalice for a Sunday
Service? No experience necessary. We have a script for
you and even provide the matches. At UUFN we want to
make sure everyone has the opportunity to participate.
Contact Kristin Maier to sign up!

CHALICE LIGHTERS ARE NEEDED FOR SUMMER
SERVICES!!
Chalice Lighters for May:
5/1 Car pool to St. Paul
5/8 James & Sarah Coulter
5/15 Bob & Suzannah Ciernia
5/22 Bill Mc Grath
5/29 SAM Hayman

Help Break the Ice for
Newcomers
Do you feel it is important that each new person
who comes to UUFN knows that he or she
welcome? Are you willing to arrive 20 minutes
early some Sunday? If so, please contact Brynda
McCoy 618-520-4529 or bryndamccoy
@yahoo.com and let her know you’d like to serve
as a greeter. We will show you everything you
need to know to help someone’s first visit to
UUFN be a positive one.

GREETERS ARE NEEDED FOR SUMMER
SERVICES!!

To laugh often and much; to win the respect
of intelligent people and the affection of
children…to leave the world a better
place…to know even one life has breathed
easier because you have lived. This is to
have succeeded.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Greeters for May:
5/1
Car Pool to St. Paul
5/8
Mairi Doerr & Sue Nielsen
5/15 Jeanne Agee
5/22 Bill McGrath
5/29 Jon Fraz

(See article on page 3)

