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Sunday, October 2nd • 10:00 am • ”The Blessings of Imperfection” •
Naomi Estes Tullo
Each of us confronts our own imperfections sooner or later. Deep lessons are
hidden in our limitations if we look for them. Join us for a service of reflection and
meditation on the unexpected blessings of imperfection.

Sunday, October 9th • 11:00 am • Nat’l Coming Out Week Service at
Skinner Chapel, Carleton College • Qais Munhazim, Guest Speaker
As people across the country recognize National Coming Out Week, we will gather
with the Carleton community. Our guest speaker, Qais Munhazim, is a Muslim
writer, poet, and photographer who helped to organize the Muslim LGBTQ people
and allies who marched in the Twin Cities Pride Parade this summer. Please bring a
dish to share for the potluck after the service! (Note change of time/place.)

Sunday, October 16th • 10:00 am • “Flipping the Script” • Rev.
Kristin Maier
What have we learned about what merits mercy and what merits
punishment? How might we rethink the scripts we have inherited in a way that
seeks healing for everyone?

Sunday, October 23rd • 10:00 am • “The Truth Shall Help Us Heal” •
Rev. Kristin Maier
There are so many human ways we attempt to protect ourselves from the truth of
our lives. But what if that very truth we hold at bay is the key to our own healing
and happiness as individuals and as a society?

Sunday, October 30th • 10:00 am • “The Dead Are Not Under the
Earth” • Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker, Guest Minister
Join us to celebrate our own UU-style Day of the Dead with guest minister, Rev.
Kathryn (Kat) Hawbaker, from the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta,
Ohio. She will guide us in this ritual with a range of elements that include an altar
with our pictures and speaking the names of loved ones now gone.
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The Practice of Making Amends

The Warmth of Community

by Rev. Kristin Maier

by Ben Ratzlaff
This October brings the High Holy
Days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. For many UUs and some
of our members , these holidays
are part of their religious and
cultural heritage. Even for those
of us without personal roots in
Judaism, these holidays can be an
invitation to deep spiritual and
human reflection.

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of the Jewish year.
But rather than a starting fresh as if the past magically
never happened, it is a time for making amends before
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.

Another year of UUFN! I’ve
been so delighted this last
month to be back in the
warm presence of the UUFN
community. In addition to
all the familiar faces, we’ve
had a lot of new visitors
already this fall. I’m sure
they have found, as my
family did, our little group to indeed be welcoming and
warm.

This metaphor of warmth is one that becomes a bit more
literal as the seasons turn - we hope that congregants
walking through our doors feel like one coming in from the
The concept of atonement can feel very heavy, especially if cold to sit before a fire. We hope to feel relaxed, safe, and
open.
we’ve experience it as something imposed upon us in a
shaming way. But on a human level, atonement is simply
Now of course, a fire needs someone to tend it. For those
about making amends for our mistakes. All of us at some
of us who have been around for a while, we can add a few
time have done things we regret, that violated our own
sticks and poke at the coals without too much disturbing
values, that hurt others. As humans, we all need to find
our sense of peace - indeed, for some I think it adds to the
ways to sincerely accept responsibility and heal our
experience - ‘twice warmed’ and all that.
relationships.
One thing I particularly appreciate about the Jewish
tradition’s approach is that atonement it isn’t understood
as only a matter between a person and God. If one has
wronged God, one is supposed to make amends with and
ask forgiveness from God. But if one has wronged another
person, then those amends have to be made with that
person. It is their hurt we need to care for and it is their
forgiveness we need to seek.

For those who have just entered the room, even those
who enter with zeal, it’s important that we remember to
let them sit, have a cup of coffee or tea, and settle in
before we ask them to start splitting wood.

As a small congregation, there’s a lot to be done, with only
so many hands to do it. As we welcome new visitors and
families into our midst, who are often talented, energetic
people with many gifts to share, let’s remember to focus
on warmth, on giving and getting to know. I don’t know
Judaism doesn’t limit the practice of atonement to the
anyone who can sit by a welcoming fire for long without
High Holy Days of course, but there is wisdom in building in
feeling the urge to feed the flames!
a time when we take stock of how we have been in
relationship to others and in what ways we need to repair
those relationships.
And so this month while our Sunday services explore the
theme of atonement, I invite you to engage and explore
this theme in whatever way is most fruitful for you. And if
the word “atonement” feels too weighty, substitute your
own language. Call it the practice of making amends, or the
practice of healing our relationships. Whatever we call it, if
we are paying attention, it is a lifelong practice.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Children and Youth Programming
by James Coulter

Sunday, October 2nd
Youth Group – TBD
K-4/5: Stardust Curriculum - What is Your Cosmic Age?

Sunday, October 9th
Youth Group: TBD
K-4/5: Stardust Curriculum - What is the Sun Creating?

Sunday, October 16th
Youth Group: TBD
K-4/5: What Do You Believe?

Sunday, October 23rd
Family Field Trip: Fireside Apple Orchard!

Sunday Adult Services
A Look Ahead

Sunday, October 30th
Apple Crisp Sunday!

From the Children & Youth
Programming Director
Aahhh…October. My favorite month of the year! Hints of
cool crisp air, the colorful foliage, and the wide variety of
pumpkin-flavored products at
your favorite grocery store.
It’s also the time of year when
I most profoundly feel the
connection between the fine
details of our lives (what we
eat, wear, do, etc.) with the
grand motions of our solar
system.

SUNDAY SERVICES/ACTIVITIES IN
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2016
(Watch for updates - topics/speakers change)





Sunday, November 6th - Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, November 13th – Guest Speaker
Sunday , November 20th – Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, November 27th – Stone Soup
Sunday

Scare Trade Chocolate! On September 25, the CYP groups
learned about how chocolate is made and the how much
better work conditions are for fair trade workers. They also
sampled different kinds of chocolate and packaged fair trade
chocolate minis to be purchased by congregants for their
Halloween giveaways! Stay tuned for more details!
Please join us for our annual family field trip to Fireside Apple
Orchard on October 23! It’s always a great time to reconnect
with each other and get to know new friends while picking
apples for our Apple Crisp Sunday fundraiser, October 30.
Interested in making a difference in the lives of our children
and youth? Volunteer to be a teacher one Sunday! Please
contact James at jcoulter@uunorthfield.org to schedule a day
for you to join us!
James Coulter, Director – CY Programs






Sunday, December 4th - Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, December 11th – Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, December 18th – Winter Solstice
Celebration
Saturday, December 24th – Christmas Eve
Service (no Christmas Day Service)

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

UUFN Coffee Group
The UUFN coffee group meets twice a month, once for breakfast
and once for dinner. This month’s dates are:
Saturday, October 8, 2016
Quarterback

9 am

Tuesday, October 18, 2016, 5 pm
Gran Plaza
This group is open to anyone who would enjoy UUFN chatting
and friendship – please join us!

Coffee Hour
Thanks to our new coffee hour angel, Jeanne Agee, we
will continue to have java and home-made treats to enjoy
while we socialize and share after services. Thank you,
Jeanne, for stepping up to take on this important role.
10/2
10/9
10/16
10/23
10/30

Ben & Heather Ratzlaff
Pot luck at Carleton
VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Lois Burnes & Emma Onawa
Terry Stead

Questions? Call Beth 651-734-5394

Be a Light for UUFN!
Having members and friends light the chalice adds a nice flavor
to our services. It lets newcomers know that this is a place
where everyone’s voice and leadership are welcome.
We can’t add that flavor without your help, though. Please
consider signing up to be the chalice lighter for a couple of
Sundays this fall. We will provide a script and matches. All you
need to do is sign up on this link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QH96xtF2iQsG9EHmF
28WxdlHJmLS5UNfZdv2R-D_Wtg/edit?usp=sharing. If you have
trouble using the form, you can also email me with which
Sundays work for you Sept-Dec.
Thanks!
Rev. Kristin Maier, UUFN Minister

Chalice
10/2
10/9
10/16
10/23
10/30

Lighters for October:
Brynda & Willis McCoy
Carleton Students
Lois Burnes
Mairi Doerr
Mija Van der Wege & Kevin Chapman

The moral value of an action is measured by its
impact , for good or for ill, when practiced by a
significant portion of the human population.
Anonymous

Help UUFN Grow by
Welcoming Newcomers
As the new church year begins we need to get that "fire
of commitment" going. I was very pleased last year at
the number of people who served as greeters. Great job
and much thanks to all! There is no such thing as "too
many" greeters.
Ideally, there are two people each Sunday so one can
take visitors with children to the nursery or RE. If you
want to serve this critical function and need a partner,
find a friend to help or let me do help. To choose the
best Sunday for you, please contact me ASAP or look for
the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Please let me
know if you would like to join the team at:
bryndamccoy@yahoo.com or 507-301-3029 and let me
know.

Greeters for October:
10/2 Sara Coulter & Sharon Snyder
10/9 Bev & Lee Topp
10/16 Terry Stead & Anna Hamilton
10/23 Bob Ciernia & Jon Fraz
10/30 Regina Harris & Brynda McCoy

