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SUMMER 2017
UUFN WILL MEET MORE INFORMALLY FOR LAY LEAD SERVICES MOST SUNDAYS

*

*

June

* *

Sunday June 4TH • 10:00 am • "Culture of Faith/Culture of Doubt"
• Beth Goodell and Special Guest Jonathan Tweet
Physicist Richard Feynman said, "Religion is a culture of faith; science is a culture of
doubt,” but there’s no shortage of scientists who have bridged that seeming cultural
divide between science and spirituality (if not religion). We’ll begin the service with
special guest Jonathan Tweet reading his book "Grandmother Fish", the first book for
preschoolers to present the essential ideas of evolution.

Sunday June 11th • 10:00 am • Sermon Reprise, "An Embodied
Faith" • Rev. Kristin Maier
What would it mean for us to respect the inherent dignity and worth of every mind,
body and soul – even our own? What would it look like to fully nurture all aspects of
our own being and support others in doing the same?

Sunday June 18th • 10:00 am • "From Dilbert to Colbert: Humor as
a Coping Mechanism" • Janet Scannell
Twenty years ago Dilbert was a hilarious take-down on corporate stupidity and greed.
Today, Stephen Colbert deliciously unwraps the stupidity and greed of our own
current politics. This service will share some of their gems and reflect on the ways in
which humor helps us understand and survive the human condition.

Sunday June 25th • 10:00 am • Summer Solstice Celebration
“Nurturing Acres” • Nita Wolf and Larry Vorwerk
Gather for a pot-luck lunch at the home of Nita Wolf and Larry Vorwerk. Please bring
a dish to share if staying after 11:30 - drinks, paper products, and utensils will be
provided. Nita will talk about the history and meaning of the summer solstice, with a
ceremony to celebrate. Larry will talk about the season with a garden and wildlife
habitat tour. 29322 Danbury Ave, Northfield, MN. (north of town, one mile south of
Castle Rock Village, off County Road 86)
SUNDAY SERVICES CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE
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*

*

July

* *

Sunday July 2nd • 11:00 am • Fun in the
Sun at the Lake
Pot-luck picnic by the lake at the home of Mairi Doerr:
29555 23rd Ave. Way, Cannon Falls. Please bring
food to share. Please note time change.

Sunday July 9th • 10:00 am • Sermon
Reprise, “What the Trees Can Teach Us" •
Rev. Kristin Maier
Roots reaching deep, trunks standing tall, green leaves
stretching wide. Let us gather together for story and
sermon as we reflect on the wisdom the trees can
teach us.

Sunday July 16th • 10:00 am • “A Visit
with Beatrix Potter” • Lois Burnes

*

*

August

* *

Sunday August 6th • 9:30 am •
“Celebrating Families” • Kayla McGrady
The majority of Americans no longer live in
“traditional” nuclear families: a married mother and
father with their biological children. In a culture
where people define “family” in a variety of different
ways, how do we recognize and support family
structures that are unfamiliar to us?

Sunday August 13th • 10:00 am •
“Heartsongs” • Barbara & Paul Krause
“To love a person is to learn the song that is in their
heart and to sing it to them when they have
forgotten.” Arne Garborg, 1851-1924. Symbolically,
this is how our higher power loves. Each of us,
through life sometimes, forget this love. A Heart Song
speaks to our true identity and helps us to see
through the masks of humanness. A simple pine cone
offers inspiration.

Beatrix Potter was raised as a Unitarian. She became
an accomplished artist and illustrator whose many
books for children have been loved for over 100 years.
Her respect and care for the land and creatures of
England's Lake District have left a lasting legacy for
our world.

Sunday July 23rd • 10:00 am • “Songs of
Resistance” •
Musician Larry McDonaugh joins us to perform songs
that have served as sources of courage and resilience.

Sunday July 30th • 10:00 am • “The Iowa
Sisterhood”
Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker* will reflect on the “shining
vision” of the Iowa Sisterhood, a group of women
Unitarian ministers who organized in the late 1800’s
to serve churches throughout the Great Plains. Rev.
Hawbaker will share the history of the Sisterhood and
reflections on its message for our times.

Sunday August 20st • 11:00 am • Pot-luck
Poetry
Join us at the home of Bev and Lee Topp: 26045 Ipava
Ave., Lakeville. Bring a poem and a dish and to
share. Please note time change.

Sunday August 27th • TBA
Sunday September 2nd • 11:00 am • Labor
Day Picnic
Join us at the home of Karen Ratzlaff, hosted by
Karen, Ben and Heather Ratzlaff.: 37135 Shady Lane
Trail, Cannon Falls. Pizza baked in an outdoor wood
oven. Please bring a dish to share. Please note time
change

MINISTER’S COLUMN

Finding That Sweet Spot
by Rev. Kristin Maier
As people of conscience with caring hearts, there is a balance
we seek between being open and being active. We all need
to cultivate an openness to learning, a receptiveness to
realities other than our own.
We need to practice listening
so that we can understand our
world better and the impact we
have or could have.
We also need to act, to take
concrete steps to make a
difference in the world. We
need to move beyond just listening and to find actual ways
we can make the world a little more loving, a little more just
in whatever small or big ways we can.
Too much acting without being receptive to learning is a
recipe for good intentions gone terribly awry. Too much
learning without ever acting is an abdication of our power to
relieve the real suffering of others. Somewhere between is
an ever shifting sweet spot where we learn and take action,
while continuing to grow and expand our understanding.
As summer begins to settle in, many of us find ourselves
instinctively seeking another kind of balance. We seek that
sweet spot between filling the needs of the world and filling
our own needs as human beings. The human spirit cannot
sustain only giving, only being of service to the world. We
must also take time to recreate ourselves and our own souls.
In Minnesota, summer is synonymous with recreation. En
masse, Minnesotans take advantage of a season without risk
of frostbite to play sports, to eat or grill outdoors, to enjoy
nature. We might think of this kind of recreation as frivolous,
but the English word recreation is rooted in the latin
recreatio, restoral to health. Even the most committed
activists (perhaps especially the most committed activists)
need to make space for recreating the well being of one’s
own soul too.
Restoration of the soul need not be about traveling to
someplace far, though such adventures can be life changing.
Restoring the soul is more about the quality of attention that
we bring to our own being in relationship to that which brings

us joy. It is about noticing the abundant life around us in a
way that helps us heal and thrive.
So, my wish for each and every one of you is that you find
your sweet spot this summer. May you take some time to
enjoy the beauty of this world, whether you find that deep in
the forest, out on the water, or simply from the sight of birds
outside your window. And if you aren’t out in nature, you can
join us on Sunday mornings this summer as we recreate our
spirits in the circle of loving community. May we all make
ourselves well and more ready and able to help heal our
world.

Summer 2017 Dining
We will be staying in Northfield for Saturday
breakfasts during the summer, but going out of town
to explore new venues for lunch/dinner. Everyone
and anyone is invited to join the half dozen
“regulars”. We have good food, great conversation
and discover new and interesting places. Some of the
towns have interesting shops and attractions so plan
to stay after the meal to visit them if you have time. I
will send out emails before the out of town visits to
let you know what we can see and where we can
shop.
June 10 – Saturday breakfast at the Ole Store on St.
Olaf Ave.
June 20 - Tuesday early dinner at the Whistle Stop
Tavern and Grill in Lonsdale
July 8 – Saturday breakfast at the Brick Oven Bakery
and Restaurant
July 18 – Tuesday brunch at the School House
Restaurant and Store in Mantorville
August 12 – Saturday breakfast at the James Gang
Coffee House on Jefferson Rd.
August 22 – (fourth) Tuesday early evening dinner at
the Cracker Barrel Restaurant and Store in Lakeville

Hoping to see some new faces at these new places!
Marcia Jacobs 507-301-3160

UUFN Flower Communion Service
May 25, 2017

UUFN Drumming Service
April 23rd, 2017

