REACH
The Newsletter of the

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Northfield
A Welcoming Congregation
Childcare and programs for children and youth available during the service.
Now Holding Services at:
5785 Lonsdale Blvd E
(Hwy 19 just west of Northfield)
Northfield, MN 55057
Minister
Kristin Maier 651-285-0807
minister@uunorthfield.org
Director - Children/Youth Programs
James Coulter, 651-262-7939
jcoulter@uunorthfield.org
Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Whitson, (507)649-2756
jwhitson@uunorthfield.org
Nursery Teacher
Julie Baily
President
Beth Goodell, 507-301-3687
goodellb@gmail.com
Vice-President
Kevin Chapman, 952-652-1515
arkazae@gmail.com
Treasurer
Tory Borovsky
torymborovsky@gmail.com
Secretary
Karen Ratzlaff
karenratz@frontiernet.net
Board Members-At-Large
Paul Krause, 507-581-3069
paulkrause@callingpaul.com
Sharon Snyder-Thieding, 507-744-5124
sashappy1@hotmail.com
Sunday Services
Naomi Estes-Tullo, 651-258-4735
NaomiET@Sleepyeyetel.net
Music
Bev Topp 952-469-4859
bevorleetopp@icloud.com
Membership
Brynda McCoy, 618-520-4529
bryndamccoy@yahoo.com
Facilities
Open
Ministerial Liaison
Lee Topp 952-469-4859
bevorleetopp@frontiernet.net

November 2018
Theme: Rootedness
Starting November 4th, Sunday services will be held at our
NEW LOCATION:
5785 Lonsdale Blvd E
(on Hwy 19 just west of Northfield)
Northfield, MN 55057
Sunday November 4th • 10 a.m. • “Laying Down Roots” •
Rev. Kristin Maier •
Join us for our very first service in our new building. We will bless our new
space and reflect together on what it means to lay down roots love of justice in
the world we find ourselves in today.
Sunday, November 11th • 10:00 a.m. • “Lessons from me! die?” •
Barbara Krause
How can talking openly about death give us all permission to live more fully?
Barbara Krause and friends will share reflections and insights that arose from
the recent dialogue program on dying and loss.
Sunday, November 18th • 10:00 a.m. • “Out Universalist Roots” •
Rev. Kristin Maier
How did Unitarian Universalism become the expansive, heart-centered,
tradition that has room for us all? In a three-part series, we will explore the
roots of Universalism, Unitarianism, and the Unitarian Universalism they
became. The first installment will examine how Universalism developed in the
US, what early Universalists believed, and how the tradition has evolved over
time. We will reflect together on how historical Universalist beliefs resonate
with our own.
Sunday, November 25th • 10:00 a.m. • Stone Soup Sunday
Join us in song and message to honor our traditional Stone Soup Sunday. We
will meet downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. This is the time to reflect on the
blessings and connection we all have at UUFN and beyond. If you can, bring a
pre-chopped veggie item. We’ll make stone soup together!

MINISTER’S COLUMN

House Built on a Rock Foundation
by Rev. Kristin Maier
It was shocking to receive the call Saturday
morning from Lee explaining that a fire had broken
out in the Mason’s building. The likely electrical
fire was limited to the kitchen, though smoke
damage was pervasive. We are
hopeful that the building can be
fully repaired for our friends the
Masons, whom we have rented
from these many years. Though
we would have liked to have our
new space completely ready when
we moved in, we are grateful the
timing of the closing means we have somewhere to
call home immediately.
Before any of this happened, I had already written
and submitted my November column on the theme
of one of my favorite songs, Harry Belafonte’s
“Hosanna.” The song comes from a metaphor of a
house being built on a rock foundation – a
metaphor that feels especially poignant after a fire.
The song starts with a lilting penny whistle and
syncopated drums as the tenor voices soon begin
their warning:
House built on a weak foundation
Will not stand, oh no
Stories told through all creation
Will not stand, oh no
Like the parable of the house built on sand told by
Jesus in Matthew 7, rain will come wash such a
house down, the sun will burn it up, and the storm
blow it down.
But a house built on a rock foundation, it will stand
“oh yes!” (Sung with an absolutely fabulous
soprano descant!)
Hosanna, rain come wash on it (ah ha!)
Sun come shine on it (ah ha!)
Storm can't blow it down (oh no!)
This house will always be (oh yes!)
This house will always be (oh yes!)
It will be strong you see

As we (quickly) move into a new home, it is fitting
that we reflect on the foundation that UUFN’s house
is built upon.
UUFN is built upon a foundation of radical inclusion.
The very first way we will make this building our
own is by installing an elevator so that both floors of
the building will be fully accessible to all, whether
they walk or roll through our new doors. We have
also already begun talking about how volunteer
drivers can help those who need a lift get to the new
(slightly further away) location.
UUFN’s house is also built upon on a foundation of
outward looking love and compassion. We have
never existed only for ourselves, but for the ways in
which UUFN supports us in responding to the larger
world with love and compassion. Our new building
will be able to serve as a home base for making our
principles of dignity and worth for all come alive in
the world.
And without a doubt, our foundation as a beloved
community rests upon the grace we practice with one
another and ourselves. We are embarking upon a
major transition. We cannot know exactly what we
will encounter through these changes (proven by
circumstances once again!), but we do know we can
practice patience, kindness, and grace with one
another through the invariable bumps and wrinkles.
If we are able to stay grounded upon that foundation
– radical inclusion, outward looking love and
compassion, and grace with one another and
ourselves – this house of human connections and
greater purpose will indeed be strong you see (oh
yes!).

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

From the Children & Youth
Programs Director
Wol die, werlt, das du bist
also freudenriche!
Ich wil dir sin undertan
durch din liebe immer sicherliche.
O World, I wish you well
as you are so rich in joys.
I will surely always be your servant
on account of your bounty.
"Chramer, Gip die Varwe Mir" from Orff's Carmina
Burana
Greetings,
Thanks to everyone for being flexible after the fire
at the Mason’s Hall as we reconfigure programs and
lessons for children and youth. We will surely enjoy
many Apple Crisp Sundays again after a full kitchen
is installed in our new building. Please note that
November 25 will be a multigenerational service
with no children or youth programs being offered.
Thank you!
James Coulter

Children and Youth
Programs
Sunday, November 4
K-4/5: TBD
Youth Group: Journaling our Truths
Sunday, November 11
K-4/5: Dr. Seuss and the 7 UU Principles
Youth Group: Spiritual Practice - Intro and Prayer
Sunday, November 18
K-4/5: Dr. Seuss and the 7 UU Principles
Youth Group: In service for sermon, discussion led
by Nita Wolf
Sunday, November 25
All Groups: Multigenerational service with no
children or youth programs being offered.

Sacred Circles are Starting!
Small Group Ministry at UUFN
Members and friends of UUFN will be forming small
groups for reflection, listening and building deeper
connections with each other. The groups will meet
once a month from November through May and offer
a safe place to explore UUFN’s monthly worship
themes. The goal will be to develop one’s own
authentic spiritual life and support others in doing the
same.
If you think you would like to participate, please fill
out this online questionnaire about when you can
participate
at:
https://www.surveygizmo.com/
s3/4652109/UUFN-Sacred-Circle-AvailabilitySurvey. Or, ask Kristin for a paper copy. We will do
our best to accommodate everyone who wants to
participate.
The readings, questions, and format for the Sacred
Circles will be created by our minister Kristin Maier
and each group will be led by two co-facilitators.
Co-facilitators will meet together in a small group
with the minister to offer support and training. A
handful of people signed up last spring to be
co-facilitators. If you would like to add your name or
learn more, contact Kristin at
minister@uunorthfield.org, 651-285-0807.

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

UUFN Social Group

Wanted: Coffee Hosts!

We had six diners at the Brick Oven for breakfast
and also at Kahlo. The food was great and the salads
at Kahlo too generous!

Java and treats are an essential part of after service
coffee hour. A heartfelt thank you to all who
provide delicious refreshments to the congregation
every Sunday!

Saturday, November 10th: Breakfast revisit
McDonald’s

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR NOVEMBER:

Tuesday, November 20th: Dinner at Fielder’s
Choice
Saturday, December 8th: Breakfast at Perkin’s

November 4: Paula Case and Terry Stead
November 11: Krissa and Marty Anderson
November 18: Connie and Jeff Wersal-Lavelle
and Mairi Doerr
November 25: Stone Soup

December TBD: St. Olaf Kings’ Dining Room
Holiday buffet luncheon which is always amazing!
Please RSVP if you plan to attend this lunch as we
need to reserve a table.
Anyone is welcome to show up at any event;
breakfast 8:00 - 9:30, lunch 11:30 - 1:00, dinner
5:30 - 7:00. Email Marcia or Brynda if you plan to
come, have any questions, or just stop on by if it
works for you. See you for good food and conversation!

Help UUFN Grow by
Welcoming Newcomers
UUFN is growing!! Greeters are a critical part of
that growth We’re grateful to those who greet every
Sunday. Ideally, two people greet each Sunday so
one can take visitors with children to the nursery or

Marcia (mjacobs1939@gmail.com)
Brynda (mccoybrynda@gmail.com)

Welcome Team/Greeters Meeting
If you were at church this past Sunday you heard
Kristin announce a meeting of Greeters and those
who might like to join the Welcome Team for next
Sunday, October 28th. She did so at my request, but I
have changed my mind about the date. Let's make
that Sunday, November 4th. We will meet in back
end of the fellowship hall. I hope to see as many of
you as possible.

RE. To help visitors feel more welcome, be sure
they get an adhesive name tag and complete a
visitor card. If you’re not sure if someone’s new or
hasn’t attended lately, just say, "I don't think I know
you. Are you new?" If they say, "I'm a member",
just say you are glad to meet them, direct them to
the name tag board or offer an adhesive name tag. If
you want to serve this critical function, please
contact Brynda at: bryndamccoy@yahoo.com or
507-301-3021 or look for the sign-up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall.
GREETERS FOR NOVEMBER:
November 4: Lois Burnes and Jeanne Agee
November 11: Mairi Doerr and Katrina
DeYoung-Harper
November 18: Anna Hamilton and Marcia Jacobs
November 25: Ben Ratzloff and Heather
Friedli-Ratzlaff

SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS

November Share the Plate
It was a UUFN member who is also a US veteran
who suggested Women Against Military Madness
as a Share the Plate recipient back in 2015.
Something about that touched me very deeply and
still does now that WAMM has been chosen again.

Exploring Membership at UUFN
Sunday, November 11th - 11:00 a.m.
With Rev. Kristin Maier

It’s not hard to imagine how those who were
drafted into the military might feel strongly about
supporting an organization dedicated to educating
citizens about the dangers of unchecked militarism.
Anyone who serves in the military whether drafted,
seeking economic survival, or answering a deep
call to protect relies upon an educated citizenry to
monitor how they are deployed. It is an absolute
travesty when those who serve in the military are
used for anything but the highest purposes. Ulterior
motives of power and profit can lead to great
physical, psychological, and moral injury to our
veterans and bring devastation to others.

What might it mean to become a member of UUFN?
The official requirements for joining are simple:
signing the membership book and making a
“contribution of record” of any amount or kind. The
implications and rewards of becoming a member
are much greater.

Half of everything placed in the offering baskets in
November (unless marked UUFN Pledge) will be
giving to Women Against Military Madness, a
nonviolent, feminist organization that works in
solidarity with others to create a system of social
equality, self-determination and justice through
education, action and the empowerment of women.
WAMM's purpose is to dismantle systems of
militarism, economic exploitation and global
oppression. Thank you for giving as you are able
and as your heart calls you to.

Sunday Adult Services:
A Look Ahead

p.s. Some members have expressed a desire to
give 100% of their donation to the Share the
Plate recipient. The best way to do that
without causing bookkeeping confusion, is to
donate directly to the organization by writing
and mailing a check to Women Against
Military Madness, 4200 Cedar Avenue South,
Suite 3, Minneapolis, MN 55407 or via their
website:
https://www.womenagainstmilitarymadness.org/
support/

Thank you for understanding!

September Share the Plate Results
UUFN raised $270.50 for MN 350.

Join our minister for a discussion about what joining
this congregation might mean for you or your
family. Bring your own perspectives, curiosity, and
questions. All are welcome!

SUNDAY SERVICES/ACTIVITIES
NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2018 AND
JANUARY 2019
(Watch for updates - topics/speakers change)

November 4: Rev. Kristin Maier
November 11: Member Led—Barbara Krause
November 18: Rev. Kristin Maier
November 25: Stone Soup Multigenerational
Service
December 2: Rev. Kristin Maier
December 9: Member Led—Guest Speaker
December 16: Rev. Kristin Maier
December 23: Member Led Solstice Service—
Barb and Paul Krause
December 24: Rev. Kristin Maier—Christmas
Eve @ 4:00 p.m.
December 30: Member Led—Paul Krause
January 6: Rev. Kristin Maier
January 13: Rev. Kristin Maier
January 20: Member Led
January 27: Rev. Kristin Maier

