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MINISTER’S COLUMN

Sunday, January 1st • 10:00 am • New Year’s Day Ceremony and
Service • Nita Wolf
Usher in new beginnings and release past year residue with Nita Wolf, assisted by
Janet and Bill McGrath. Join us for seasonal readings, drumming (bring your own
drums and rattles), calling the “Four Directions", and "Burning Bowl" ceremonies.
Please bring a snack to share if you have leftovers from the holidays. Please note:
No CYP classes. Children are welcome to join the service.

Sunday, January 8th • 10:00 am • “An Abode of Courage” • Rev.
Kristin Maier
How might we use the comfort and courage we find here in our spiritual home to
help extend a sense of sanctuary and safety to others? How can this strong base of
compassion and community foster transformation beyond our walls? Also, we
will continue our celebration of those who have joined UUFN with a New Member
Welcome, Part Deux.

Sunday, January 15th • 10:00 am • The Voices that Inspired Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. •
Martin Luther King was inspired by many people throughout his life, who impacted
both his philosophy and his methods. Join us as we explore those influences on
his remarkable life.

Sunday, January 22nd • 10:00 am • “Reflections on Building a New
Way” • UUFN Members and Friends
Come be inspired by the work UUFN members and friends have been doing to
transform our world. UUFN activists among us will share experiences that have
sustained and inspired their work for a fairer, kinder world.

Sunday, January 29th • 10:00 am • “Inspiration for the Journey” •
Rev. Kristin Maier
How can we feed our souls with what we need for the journey ahead of us this
year? What morsels of hope and goodness can sustain our work of love?
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Shoulder-to-Shoulder into 2017
by Rev. Kristin Maier
Perhaps like me, you have
heard friends expressing
relief that 2016 will finally
be over. Those relieved to
see the end of 2016 cite the
deaths of several beloved
musicians and actors,
heartbreaking world events,
and the vitriolic (and for many,
incomprehensible) election. As if 2016 was a bad dream,
they long to awake in 2017. This might be especially true
for those who endured personal losses.
Of course, life is more complicated than that. Many
people experienced moments of great joy in 2016.
They celebrated the birth of a child or grandchild, got
married, or experienced some other great joy. For
some, 2016 wasn’t a bad dream but a year with some
high highs and some low lows.
Even if 2016 was a complete washout for any of us
personally, our wiser selves know it is going to take more
than going to sleep on the 31st and waking up on the 1st to
make 2017 a better year than the one before. It’s going to
take all of us facing 2017 shoulder-to-shoulder.
Speaking for myself, I am tremendously grateful to be a
part of a community that is looking into 2017 and
gathering strength together. I take heart that instead of
trying to go to sleep to feel better about our reality we are
embracing the process of becoming more awake, of finding
small but important ways that we can resist hatred and
foster healing.
I also take heart that other Unitarian Universalist
congregations and interfaith partners throughout the
state, country, and world are also drawing upon one
another for strength and moving forward to act for justice.
We are not alone in this work in any way, shape, or form.
We have big work ahead of us for 2017. Our congregation

will face numerous decisions about how we can best
respond to events as they play out. We don’t know exactly
what is in store, but I know this – there is no group of
people I would rather be standing shoulder to shoulder
with than you all.

Sharing the Plate
“Unleashing courageous leadership and
collective power to build a just and loving
world.” That is what we will be doing in
January when we give half of our
collection plate to the Minnesota
Unitarian Universalist Social Justice
Alliance.
For 15 years now, MUUSJA has been
working for a more just world and
equipping UU individuals and
congregations to do the same. MUUSJA
has been active in the struggle for
affordable housing, marriage equality,
racial/ethnic equality, and to stop the
Dakota Access Pipeline. Half of all funds
put in our offering basket this month
(unless marked “pledge”) will help
MUUSJA continue our collective work.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Children and Youth Programming
by James Coulter
st

Sunday, January 1
No CY classes – children are encouraged to join the adult service
th

Sunday, January 8
K-4/5: Stardust Curriculum: Finding Ancestors in the Sky
Youth group: Heading the Call: The Call for Cooperation
(Possible alternate activity: Music Making with Bill McGrath)
th

Sunday, January 15
K-4/5: Stardust Curriculum: The Circle of Life in the Heavens
Youth group: Service Project - Recycling Clothing
nd

Sunday, January 22
K-4/5: What Do You Believe?
Youth group: Popcorn Theology: The Tiger Inside (the Life of Pi)

Sunday Adult Services
A Look Ahead

th

Sunday, January 29
K-4/5: Stardust Curriculum: This is Your Universe
Youth group: Heading the Call: The Call for Abundance

From the Children & Youth
Programming Director

SUNDAY SERVICES/ACTIVITIES IN
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2017
(Watch for updates - topics/speakers change)


Greetings! The month of January was named after the Roman
god Janus, the two-faced divinity of endings and beginnings. As
we close the book on 2016, I’m very much looking forward to all
we have in store for 2017: muffin baking Sunday fundraiser,
goose egg painting in the spring,
multigenerational vernal equinox
play, seed starting class and our now
annual UUFN plant sale.
Thanks to all who make our
programming possible. The K-4/5
group is looking for adult guests for
our “What Do You Believe?” (WDYB) sessions. As a WDYB guest,
you will engage in a discussion about your own beliefs on a
variety of topics. The conversation is prompted by scripted
questions that the children will read. We are also looking for
volunteers to help lead our Youth Group classes. They are an
amazing group of kids to work with!
If you are interested in being a WDYB guest, volunteering with
our Youth Group, or would like to learn other ways to be
involved, please get in touch with me:
jcoulter@uunorthfield.org
James Coulter, Director – CY Programs










Sunday, February 5th – Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, February 12th – Lay Lead Service
on Love
Sunday, February 19th – Rev. Kristin
Maier
Sunday, February 26th – Standing on the
Side of Love – Guest Speaker

Sunday, March 5th – Rev. Kristin Maier
Sunday, March 12th – Rev. Kristin Maier
Sunday, March 19th – Lay Lead Equinox
Service
Sunday, March 26th – Guest Speaker

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

UUFN Coffee Group
The UUFN coffee group meets twice a month, once
for breakfast and once for dinner. Six of us met at
the King’s Room at St. Olaf on Dec. 13. We enjoyed
delicious food, great conversation, and toasted our
founder, Beth Robb. This month’s dates are:
Saturday, January 14 Afternoon Time TBA
Memorial Coffee to honor Beth Robb. We will gather
at UUFN to share memories and stories about our
dear friend, Beth Robb. We will enjoy coffee (decaf
too) and treats j
Tuesday, January 24, 5 pm
George’s Vineyard (on South Highway 3)

Coffee Hour
Thanks to our new coffee hour angel, Jeanne Agee, we
will continue to have java and home-made treats to
enjoy while we socialize and share after services. If you
can “host” coffee hour for a grateful congregation on a
Sunday, please contact Jeanne – two person teams work
well!
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR JANUARY:
1/1 Anna Hamilton
1/8 Janet McGrath
1/15 Ben & Heather Ratzlaff
1/22 Mairi Doerr & Sue Nielsen
1/29 JAVA AND TREATS ANGEL NEEDED!!

This group is open to anyone who would enjoy UUFN
chatting and friendship – please join us! Questions?
Call Marcia 507-301-3160

Be a Light for UUFN!

Help UUFN Grow by
Welcoming Newcomers

Help give our Fellowship that nice glow by lighting
the chalice one Sunday morning. It lets newcomers
know that this is a place where everyone’s voices
and leadership are welcome.

UUFN is growing!! Greeters are a critical part of that
growth and to keep the "fire of commitment" going.
We are all grateful to those who greet every Sunday.
There is no such thing as "too many" greeters.

The only requirements are being
able to strike a match and read a script. (Expressing
a little genuine warmth will earn bonus points!)
WE HAVE SEVERAL OPEN SLOTS THROUGH
FEBRUARY. Please consider filling one or two. All
you need to do is sign up on this link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QH96xtF2
iQsG9EHmF28WxdlHJmLS5UNfZdv2RD_Wtg/edit?usp=sharing. Or, email me a few dates
that will work.
Thanks!
Rev. Kristin Maier, UUFN Minister
CHALICE LIGHTERS FOR JANUARY:
1/1
Bill & Janet McGrath
1/8
Deb Pexa with Henry & Anna
1/15 Janet Scannell & Beth Goodell
1/22 Tory Borovsky
1/29 Mairi Doerr

Ideally, there are two people each Sunday so one can
take visitors with children to the nursery or RE. If you
want to serve this critical function and need a partner,
find a friend to help or let me do help. To choose the
best Sunday for you, please contact me ASAP or look for
the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Please let me
know if you would like to join the team at:
bryndamccoy@yahoo.com or 507-301-3029 and let me
know. GREETERS ARE NEEDED ON JANUARY
22nd & 29th AND IN FEBRUARY!
GREETERS FOR JANUARY:
1/1
Bill & Janet McGrath
1/8
Jeanne Agee and Sam Hayman
1/15 Jon Fraz & Terry Stead
1/22 Marcia Jacobs & Volunteer needed!
1/29 Sam Hayman & Volunteer needed!

Christmas Eve and First Night of Hanukkah 2016

